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NJ?/CON.F/8/19 

COl1Uti!llTS OF THE POLISH PEOPLE t S REJ?UBLIC 

The Polish People ts Ilopublio is pleased to fO:t'\·/'8.rd the i'ollowing oommonts 

conoerning the draft Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 

uhioh was onolosed in your letter 'Wlder referenoe: 

The Polish authorities are in favour of Alternative II as a basis of tho 

Conferenoe 1s dolibemtions. It is regarded as of ililporta.noe tha.t oonoopt of 

Violation of,the requirements of the Convention is more appropriate than that 

of Penalties, in this Article. 

The :Polish authorities a.re in favour of Alternative II, noserva.tiona to 

specified provisions should be pomitted. 

No Annex should be oonsidorod as "optional Annex". Theroi'oro .i.l:'tiole 15 
should bo doloted and replaced by provisions stating that a.11 Anno::cos 

constitute an integral part of tho Convention (subjeot to the difi'oront 

araending procedure specified in Artiole 17). 

The Polish authorities a.re against inoluoion of suoh provisions in 

the Convention. Therefore it is proposed to delete /.rtiole 19. 

lrurthormore the Polish o.uthori ties o.re against th3so provisions il'l the 

l.nnexos whioh indicate that any Contracting State my introduoo more 

stringont regulations than those providod in tha Convontion 1tsol£. 

Sicultaneously you will £ind enclosed with those comt1ents proposed 

a.oendlilents to the Convention resulting from the Meeting 0£ Govorru:iont Dxperts 

on tho Preparation of tho Ba.l tio Sea Conference on the lh.r1no JJngir0111!lont, 

whioh shall be oonsidered as proposals of the Polish Poople's nepublio. 



Recommew.latlon to the Governments of the Baltic Sea States on uniform comments en :;tie ar.lft 
text of an International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as regards, the 
Baltic Sea as a Special Area. · · 

' J 

To be considered as an official comments of the Polish People's Republic 

-,---------------------------------------------------- ---···. 

Existing teKt 

Annex r 
Regulation 9 
Control of Discharge 
of Oil 
(l)(b)(v) the ship, 
if of [ ] tons 
gross etc. 

(2) Ships, while 
operatinc in special 
arean defined in Regul
ation 1(10) of this 
Annex shall be sub'ect 
to appropriate req~ire
ments of ReGulation 12 
of this Annex. 

. Proposed amendment 

(l)(b)(V) the ship, if or 
400 tons gross etc. 

(2) Ships, while operating 
in special areas de~ined in 
Regulation 1(10) of this 
Annex shall be subject to 
appropriate additional re
quirements of Regulation 12 
of this Annex. . 

Remarks 

Regulation 9 
The draft provisions 9(l)(a)(iii). and 9(l)(b)(v) 
imply total prohibition ag,inst discharge of oil or 
oily mixtures other than mixtures equivalent to 
clean ballast within s,ecial Areas for all tank$rS 
and for all other shios above a certain size limit. 

It is desirable to apply the same size limit as that 
for ships other than oil tankers in r:e,e,i.llat:!.on 4 
regarding Inspection and Survey, i e ~O~ tons gross 
tonnage. Such a limit is justified because the bilge 
water in ships smaller than 400 tons normally am.cunts 
to not more than 300-500 litres per dBy and shic and 
contains normally not more than one or two per cent 
of oil. 
Moreover, the provisions under Regulation 9(l)(b). 
will regulate the di;;char~es of bilge water of such 
smaller ships for which the requirements for special 
areas do not apply. 

The addition is made in order to avoid misinter• 
pretation of this paia6ra~h. 

The need of this pa!'a~raph should oe reconsidered. 

..... 
I 



--------------------------------------·----·-----------------
Existing text 

Hegulation 12 

~ethods for the Preven
t1on ofofl- rollutfon 
f:'0:.1 011 11':.:nkcrs ·,,fnle 
Operat1n;_; in !3pec1aL° 
Areas 

(1) Special Areas 

(a) For the purpose.of 
this Annex special 
areas shall include 
the Mediterranean 
Sea, the Baltic 
Sea and Black Sea 

Proposed ~mondment 

Rec;ula t ion 12 

Special Afeas and related 
r-equ1remt:nts 

(l) Special Areas 

(a) For the purpose of this 
Annex special areas shall 
include the Mediterranean 
Sea, the Baltic Sea Area 
and the alack· Sea -

Remarks 

Reculation 12 

The followine; special circumstances are mentioned in 
order to indicc1.te that tlie Baltic 3ea Area needs a 
special protection and satisfies the cond~tions for 
designation a3 a Special Area. 

(1) The Baltic Sea is an enclosed water bodv with 
extremely slow and irregular exchange o~ deep 
water with the oce3n '\<.'aters. 

(2) The water in the Raltia Sea is cold, which 
markedly. slows do·,:n chem.ii.cal and biological 
degradation of cer~ain pollutants. 

(3) Aeration of the deep water in the Baltic Sea 
is very slow because of marked stratification 
of water masses . This also slows down de
gradation of certain pollutants. 

(4) The sta~nation of tho deep water in the different 
1basin:; of thi:- Baltic Sea proper cau:ses a.cc~tmulation 
among otb~r substances, especially of persistent 
pollutants. These pollutants are reintroduced into 
the surface layers during eventual turnover periods, 

( 5) The concentra~i~n nf ~ertnin pollutants in organisma 
of the Baltic Sea are much (in certain cases ten 
times) higher than in the true marine environment 
of the seas. 

.... 



Existing text Propose~ Amendment Remarks 

(6) Organisms in the-Baltic S-ea are of either true 
marine or true £resh wate~_origin. Livinc iri. the 
brackish watei of the Baltic Sea constit~tes in 
itself an environmental stress upon which all 
other stresses are added, Environmental pollut
ants even in low concentrations could be such 
additional stresses. 

(7) .It is very difficult io carry ·out oil comba~ 
operations in complex archipelagoes s~ch as ·ip 1 

Finland and Sweden. The main part of th~ strech ~ 
of coast in these countries is involved, · • 

The characteristics of the Baitic Sea will be further 
explained in a note submitted to the Conference, 



Existing text Proposed A~endment Herr.arks ________________________________________ .;._ _______________ _ 
(c) Every Oil tanker 

:-:-:-:·· this 
Re.;;ulation. 

(3) Baltic Sea L~o be 
prepareg/ 

(c) Ships :-:-:- this 
regulation. 

. (3) Baltic Sea Area 

(a) For the purpose of this 
Annex the Baltic Sea 
Area means the Baltic Sea 
proper with the Gulf of 
Bothnia, the Gulf of Fin
land and the entrance to 
the Baltic Sea bounded bv 
the parallel of latitude· 
of 'I'he Skaw in the 
Skagerrak. 

The proposed text of Regulat~dh 12(3) deals also 
with ships other th~n oil tankers. 

The border line is the same as that used in Regulation 
51 of the International Convention on Load Lines,1966. 

No requirements suppleme~tinG Reculation 9 (tctal 
prohibition for Special Areas) are necessary, Para~ 
graph (b) is introduced for clarification. 

Obligations for all Coastal States to provide 
~dequate rcc~ption faGJlities for ships operating 
in the Baltic Sea Area will be laid down in a 
regional agr~ement. · 

(b) Ships, whil~ operating in 
the 3altic Sea Area, are 
subject to all applicable 
provisions of this AnnPx. 
especially the prohibi
tion of disiharge as pro
vided for in Regu~ation 
9(l)(a)(iii) and 9(1)(b)(v). 

°' • . I 



Ex::.sting text 

Annex II 
======== 
Reg,.ilation 1 

·-·-·-·-• • • I 

Regulation 3 

·-·-·-·-·. . . . . 

Proposed Amendment 

Regulation l 

·-·-·-·.... 
( 6) 11 Special area II means a sea 

area where for recognized 
technical reasons in relation 
to its oceanographic~l and 
ecological condition and to 
its peculiar transportation 
traffic tho adoption or 
special mandatory methods 
for the prevention of sea 
pollution by noxious liquid 
substances in bulk it re
quired, Special areas ar•e 
those listed in RegulatiQn 
5 ~ of this Annex. 

Regulation 3 

·- ·-. -·. ... 
(2a) For the special areas a 

special categorization 
is set out ir. Appendix 
II to this Annex. 

rlemarks 

, 
New sub-paragraph added,-cr. Annex I; R~guiation 1(10) 

Obligations for all Coastal State~ to pro!ide adequate 
reception facilities for ships operating in the 
Baltic Sea Area will be laid down in a regional 
agreement. 

.... 
I 



Existing text 

Dischar£e of Noxious 
Substances 

Subject to the pro
vi~ions of Regu
lation 6 of this 
Annex. 

(l) 

Proposed Amendment 

Regulation 5 

:-:-:-:-

Subject to the provisions of 
Regulations 5 A a·nd 6 of this 
Annex. 

(1) ·-·-·-·.... 
(3a) Ships while operating in 

a special area, shall be 
subject to appropriate 
additional requirements 
of Regulation 5 A of 
this Annex, 

Regulation 5 A 

Special Areas and related 
::!,Q uipe"len ts. 

(1) For the purp~se of t~ie 
Annex 11 spccial areas" 
shall include the Baltic 
Sea Area. 

(2) For the purpose ot this 
Annex the Baltic'Sea area 
means tne Baltic Sea 
proper~with the Dulf of 
Bothnia, tne Gulf of 
Finland and the entrance 
to ti1e Baltic Sea bounded 
by the parallel of 
latitude of Tne Skaw in 
the Sirngcrrak. 

Hemarks 

~ It is desirable to indicat~ in Regulation 5 that tho o 
special categorization for special ~reas_~hall be ij 

·-· observed by ships operating in such areas. · .. "S. s 

New regu\ation added, er Annex I, Regul~tion 12. 

er Annex I, Reg 12, paragraph (l)(a), 
cf Annex I, Reg 9(2) · 

.. 
~r Annex I, Reg 12, proposed new sub-paragraph (3)(a) 

The border line is thi-s~me ai t&at used in· 
Regulation 51 of the International Convention on 
Load Lim:·s 1966. 

\0 

Q) 
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Existing text 

Appendix I to Annex II 

·-·-·-·· .... 

Proposed Amendment 

(3) For the soecial areas 
an additional Category 
AO is established. 

Discharge into the sea 
of Category AO substances 
is prohibit~d within the 
Specie.l areas. 

Remarks 

(4) Ships. while operating in Cf Annex I, Reg 12, paragraph l(c) and (3)(b). 
the special areas shall 
observe the special 
catc~orization of noxious liquid 
substanc~s set out in 
Appendix II, Column II a•· 
to this Annex 

Additional G11idelines for 
c2 tq:;or-2. z a ';1ori'""i'or :)pe c1al 
Areas -

Particular weight shall be 
given to such Jpecial factors 
that may result in creater 
harn if a substance is 
released into a special 
area thart into other waters. 

New paragraph added at the end of the Append- .• 

The special categorization for the Special Areas 
should bi carried out by upGrading all Ca~egory A 
substances to Category AO, all Cate~ory B substances 
to Category A and all Category C substances to 
Category B. 

\0 

I 



Existing text Proposed Am3ndmen~ 

Appendix II-to Annex II 

List or noxious liquid List or noxious liquid 
iu~stanceJ carried in substances carr1ed in bulk 
bulK 

Pollution Category for. 
operational discharge 
( see Reg 3. or Annex 
II) 22/ 

Pollution Category for 
operational discharge 

. ( see Reg 3 and 5A of 
Annex II) 

IIa 
II 

II I 
!Valid out- Valid within 

, ' 
side spe- special 
cial areas areas 

A A AO 
B B A 
C C B 

Remarks 

I 

~ 



Existing text 

Annex V 
Regulatio,n l 

I , 

~egulation 3 

Discharge of garbage 

(l) Subject to the pro-
visions of this 
Annex: 

(l)(c)(ii) [anywhere 
within sp~cial areas] 

( d) (ii) [any·::;1ere 
within special areas] 

Proposed Amendment 
--:,. 

(3) "Special area" means a sea ___ _ 
area where for recognized 
technical reasons in re
lation to its oceanographical 
and ecological condition 
and to its p~culiar trans
portation traffic the ad
option of special mandatory 
methods for the prevention 
of sea pollution by 
garbage is required, Special 
areas are those listed in 
Regulation 3A of this Annex. 

(1) Subject to the provi~ions of 
Rsgulation 3 A and 4 of this 
Annex: 

Remarks 

New sub-paragraph added., Cf Annex 1,··Res··l(-i:O-)-
and Annex II, Reg 5A. 

Obligations for all Coastal States to provide 
adequate reception facifities for ships operating· in 
tra Baltic Sea Area will be laid -down in a 
regional a~reerncnt. 

Cf Annex I, Reg 9(1) and Annex II. Re~ 5A, 

(ii) anywhere within special areas,Bracksts. to be deleted. 

(ii) anywhere within special areas, Brackets to be delecicd. 



------------------.,------------------·-•·-----------·-·-·---•-
Existing text Proposed Amendment Rcrr.ari-<f> 

-------------------
Regulation 3 A. 

List of_ Special Areas and related 
requiremt:nts. 

(1) For the purpose of this 
Annex ~pecial area& 
shall include the 
Baltic Sea Area, 

(2) For the purpose of this 
Annex the Baltic Sea 
Area means the Baltic 
Sea proper with the Gulf 
of Bothnia, the Gulf of 

· Finland and the ent.ranoe 
to the Baltic Sea 
bounded by the parallel 
of latitude of The Skaw 
in the Skagerrak. 

The border line is-the same as that use.d in 
Regulation 51 of the International Convention 
on Load Lines 1966. 

I 

~ 


